CLIMATE CHANGE:
RISKS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR
THE DEVELOPMENT OF BRAZIL
BRAZILIAN COALITION ON CLIMATE,
FORESTS AND AGRICULTURE’S PROPOSALS
FOR 2018 ELECTION CANDIDATES

BUILDING AN AGENDA FOR FOREST BASED
AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK AND ECONOMY THAT
ARE COMPETITIVE AND SUSTAINABLE

Brazil has an important contribution to offer
the planet: to prove that it is possible to be a
forest and agricultural power, conserving and
expanding its enormous environmental patrimony. In the past few decades, the country
has moved from being an importer to becoming the second largest exporter of the world,
being responsible for 7% of all the food produced worldwide. Today, Brazil is among the 10
largest economies of the globe and owes a
good part of its production to farming: a sector
capable of generating income, jobs and opportunities both in rural and urban areas.
Nevertheless, part of this development was
at the expense of our forests and climate.
The changes in land use are among the main
causes of climate change. Deforestation,
forest degradation and loss of forest cover
combined are responsible for around 10% of
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. In Brazil,
changes in land use and farming correspond
to about two thirds of national emissions. On
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the other hand, the sustainable use of land has
the potential not only to reduce our emissions,
but also to capture carbon from the atmosphere. Therefore, using the land sustainably
would become part of the solution to climate
change. However, it is necessary to act faster.
Climate change is one of the biggest threats
to contemporary society’s well being, not only
for people’s survival but also for businesses.
Differently from other countries, that have
renewable energy as the main solution to
reduce their carbon emissions, Brazil needs to
revolutionize its land use management. This
revolution involves consolidating the country as an international leader in a new forest
economy; an economy in which agricultural
production and environmental conservation
are clearly complementary and compatible.
Besides assuring a larger Brazilian participation in increasingly more demanding markets
regarding sustainability criteria, this new

economy has the potential to generate new
urban and rural jobs and to combat the successive water crisis the country has endured in the
past years. Forests are essential to guarantee
water security. This makes combating deforestation and fostering sustainable agriculture
topics of unquestionable relevance to rural
and metropolitan areas of Brazil. Without a
forest there is no rain, and without rain, economic activities of all sectors – whether industry,
agriculture or services – are threatened.
Therefore, there is a great challenge posed to
both executive and legislative powers. But this
challenge also appears as a positive opportunity, in which gains reach all sectors of society
and strengthen the development of Brazil.
To follow this positive path, we need proactivity to implement public policies that stimulate agriculture, livestock and forest-based and
agroforestry economies, and that are compatible with the protection, management and

restoration of forests and native vegetation.
Aiming to contribute to this discussion and
dialogue about these possibilities with the 2018
election candidates for executive and legislative powers, we present next a document
with 28 feasible proposals to implement in a
four-year mandate. These proposals can help
start the land use revolution that Brazil needs.
Besides mobilizing the public power, the
achievement of these proposals will only be
possible with everyone’s support – private
sector, civil society organizations and academia. Thereunto, the Brazilian Coalition on
Climate, Forests and Agriculture is available
to help candidates understand and endorse
these proposals since it believes that, in acting
against climate change, we will also be investing in an extensive agenda of opportunities
to generate jobs, income and prosperity with
sustainability.
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WHAT IS THE BRAZILIAN
COALITION ABOUT?
The Brazilian Coalition on Climate, Forests and Agriculture is the largest
Brazilian multisectoral movement dedicated to promoting a new low carbon
economy that is competitive, responsible and inclusive.

More than 170 business associations, companies, civil society organizations, academia and
individuals are part of the Brazilian Coalition.
These members are interested in contributing to the synergy between the protection,
conservation and the sustainable use of natural
and planted forests and agriculture agendas,
promoting Brazilian mitigation and adaptation
initiatives on climate change. Therefore, it is a
unique and nonpartisan initiative that gathered
rural producers and entities defending the environment and conservation.
To the Brazilian Coalition, competitive, strong
and sustainable agriculture, livestock and
forest-based economies are compatible with
the protection, management, restoration and
planting of forests and with the protection of
water resources, the conservation of ecosystems and environmental services. These activi-
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ties also represent an essential contribution to
neutralize GHG emissions in Brazil.
The goal of the Brazilian Coalition is to promote
and propose public policies, actions and financial and economic mechanisms to stimulate agriculture, livestock and forest-based economy that
push Brazil towards a global leadership in sustainable and low carbon economy, generating prosperity for all, social inclusion, jobs and income.
The Brazilian Coalition aspires that the development of this new economy – grounded on sustainability and dependent on the compliance of
the laws regarding climate change and land use
– will allow the transformation of challenges in
opportunities and the achievement of concrete
advances for the climate, forests and agricultural agenda in Brazil.

The Brazilian Coalition collaborates to implement the Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDC), which contains the commitments made in 2015 for the Paris Agreement, and acts in
initiatives that promote:

Reduction of
greenhouse gas
emissions;

Fight against
deforestation;

Brazilian
Forest Code
implementation;

Preservation and
restoration of
biomes;

Expansion of
sustainable forest
management;

Expansion of
planted forests in
degraded lands;

Expansion of the
sustainable and

A renewable,
sustainable

low-carbon rural
production;

Brazilian energy
matrix;

Carbon and
ecosystem services
valuation;

Transparency,
dialogue and
cooperation.
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BRAZILIAN COALITION’S
PROPOSALS FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT OF COMPETITIVE
AND SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE,
LIVESTOCK AND FOREST-BASED
ECONOMY

LAND-USE PLANNING
Legal security for the production
and conservation of cultural, ethnic
and environmental diversity.

1. Establish a National Federal Justice Task-Force
supported by the executive and legislative powers
and public prosecutors office, with the goal of
promoting the resolution to land tenure conflicts;
2. Implement the Ecological-Economic Zoning (EEZ)
in all national territory, incorporating modern study
and landscape planning tools and consultation with
civil society;

SUMMARY
OF OUR
PROPOSALS TO
2018 ELECTION
CANDIDATES
Below we present the 28 proposals
of the Brazilian Coalition grouped
in three main pillars: a. Land-Use
Planning; b. Market Mechanisms
Boosting; and c. Low Carbon Farming
combined with Conservation,
Restoration, Reforestation and
Sustainable Use of Natural Resources.

3. Direct human and financial resources to
guarantee the validation of the Rural Environmental
Registry (Cadastro Ambiental Rural – CAR);
4. Promote the integration of the Rural
Environmental Registry National System (Sistema
Nacional de Cadastro Ambiental Rural – Sicar) with
the other public land tenure registries existent in
Brazil, making the information publically available;
5. Regulate, in a participatory and transparent
way, the Environmental Regulation Programs
(Programas de Regularização Ambiental – PRAs)
and the Environmental Reservation Quotas (Cotas
de Reserva Ambiental – CRAs);
6. Produce annual maps of land use and cover in
Brazil for the entire national territory;
7. Produce annual reports on deforestation,
restoration and reforestation of all Brazilian biomes;
8. Install a task-force to promote the destination of
60 million hectares of unassigned public forests to
conservation and sustainable use;
9. Discontinue processes of reducing conservation
units, as well as the processes that threaten
indigenous, quilombola and traditional
communities’ territorial rights;
10. Discontinue credit and support access granted
to legalize land ownership of properties with illegal
deforestation;
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11. Implement pecuniary penalties correspondent
to the value of the carbon emitted from illegal
land use conversion, with a surcharge applicable
to threatened ecosystems and priority areas for
biodiversity conservation.

MARKET MECHANISMS

LOW CARBON FARMING

BOOSTING

COMBINED WITH CONSERVATION,

Financing and stimulating
conservation, restoration,
reforestation and sustainable
development in the rural area.

RESTORATION, REFORESTATION

12. Regulate the article 41st of the Brazilian Forest
Code that is about the incentives to environmental
conservation in private properties, as well as other
legal provisions, such as REDD+ state legislation to
value the increase in carbon capture, conservation,
maintenance and natural fixation;
13. Immediately implement the Brazilian Market
on Emissions Reduction (Mercado Brasileiro de
Redução de Emissões – MBRE) as predicted in the
Climate Change National Policy (Política Nacional de
Mudanças Climáticas – PNMC), considering not only
the reduction of emissions but also the removal of
carbon from the atmosphere, creating an action plan
that stimulates synergies between the market and
the valorization of forest assets;
14. Promote the advance of the REDD+ National
Strategy, by strengthening the participation of
civil society and business sector in the National
Commission for REDD+ (Comissão Nacional para
REDD+ - CONAREDD+);
15. Set ambitious goals that promote a fully
renewable energy matrix and productive chain in
Brazil, encouraged by the creation of energy and
renewables production certification articulated with
other regulatory mechanisms;
16. Reduce the monetary cost of public financing
instruments, including BNDES, for investments that
promote removal or lower GHG emissions, while
eliminating subsidies and fiscal incentives to fossil
fuels and market agents that are not compliant with
the environmental legislation;
17. Work among financial market agents, both
national and international, to structure financing
strategies to projects that bring environmental
benefits and to low carbon agriculture, specially
native forests planting;
18. Expand the scope, fundraising and execution
speed of the Amazon Fund.

AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF
NATURAL RESOURCES
Making production and conservation of
socio-environmental diversity compatible.

19. Act on the main bottlenecks of Low Carbon
Agriculture (ABC Plan), expanding public and private
actions on technical assistance, rural extension and
technology diffusion in synergy with other national and
international sources and mechanisms;
20. Include incentives for agriculture and livestock
expansion, as well as forest recovery, in degraded
and low agriculture suitability areas by multiannual
investment and action plans;
21. Eliminate the production originated from illegal
deforestation and exploitation from Brazilian productive
chains, attributing the co-responsibility to buyers of
illegal forest-based and untraceable products;
22. Make authorizations and tropical forest flow
control documents publically available and updated,
establishing georeferenced tracking technology in all
production chains;
23. Demand that forest products acquired by the public
administration are tracked, as well as define a schedule
to implement a surcharge over the cost of every
untraceable forest product on the market;
24. Develop mechanisms to finance and incentivize
R&D and Innovation focused on the development of
opportunities to sustainably use non-timber resources
and genetic and biochemical resources of native forests,
in order to value national biodiversity;
25. Develop a pre-competitive R&D and Innovation
program for native Brazilian tree species forestry;
26. Guarantee budget resources to implement the
Native Vegetation Recovery National Plan (Plano
Nacional de Recuperação da Vegetação Nativa –
Planaveg) measures regarding the planning, financing
and expansion of forestry research and development;
27. Create specific initiatives to recover forest cover –
linked with multiple uses – in aquifer recharge areas of
watersheds considered to be strategic;
28. Promote and implement Renovabio.
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